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2006 Already!!

Where has the time gone? We pray all of you had joyous Christmas celebration and a blessed and happy New Year’s observance as we saw 2005 out and ushered 2006 in. This past year has been a busy one for us as we celebrated a number of anniversaries. 2005 marked the 10th year of the founding of Dorcas Medical Ministries and 10th year of the initial fact-finding trip to Nigeria. In addition, we were busier traveling than we had been during the past with three trips to Nigeria for medical outreaches, including one with the family and one trip to Haiti with the family leading a team from our church to conduct a VBS. As we look toward 2006, the schedule seems just as busy and we pray it is even more prosperous and productive for the Kingdom of God.

Haiti Seminar

I will be traveling to Haiti Jan. 20-23 conducting a leadership seminar for Bishop Joel and Sis. Doris Jeune in Carfour outside Port-au-Prince. This is in answer to an invitation we received last year during our time of VBS when Bishop Jeune asked, “Now, what are you going to do for the adults?” God has burned into my heart since my return from Nigeria in November a message that I believe is timely to encourage, edify and inspire them in their walk with God in a very difficult land. I will also be exploring with Bishop and Sis. Jeune what project(s) they feel we could help them with this summer with team(s) from our home church of Hope & Life Fellowship in Snellville.

Nigeria Return

We are preparing, as a family, to be in Nigeria Feb. 20- March 14. There was a misprint in last month’s newsletter having us leave Feb. 21. But no, we will be leaving on Monday, Feb. 20, to allow us, hopefully, to have time to arrange for the purchase of our van! YEA!! In addition, I have a 3-day seminar scheduled in Maiduguri beginning Friday, Feb. 25 at a church I was privileged to speak at in November. Also, by arriving on Friday in Maiduguri, we will be able to meet with and organize the team during the weekend so we can begin our clinics on Monday. We are planning to expand our outreach during this trip and begin to minister in some of the 10 villages we pass on the way to Yale. The Lord laid this on my heart in November and the team confirmed that they, too, had been feeling pressed to expand our borders.  

Faithful Supporters

It looks to be a busy first quarter of 2006 and it is fast upon us. As always, we welcome your participation with us by prayer, giving or going. The team informed me in November that we can cheaply purchase quality medicines in country that will treat many of the diseases we see much more specifically than is often the case with the drugs I receive through donations. And, as always, we will be handing out flip-flops, or soap, or lotion, or something of practical value to the villagers regardless of their physical needs. The villagers have come to expect these from us and we are happy to oblige them for ”through the goodness of the Lord many are called to repentance.” It costs an average of $300 dollars each trip for the “flip-flops” and I am budgeting $800 this trip for in-country drugs. Additionally, our expenses will be $13,000. As always, your help with any of these expenses will be a great blessing.

Home News

If you’ve received these letters for a few years, then you know that we always take a moment in January to spotlight what is going on with the family. We continue to home school the kids. Robert and Lauren are in sixth grade and Kristen is in the fifth. The twins will be 12 on Jan. 10, while Kristen hits double digits turning 10 on Jan. 30. They are all continuing their piano lessons and are active in the puppet ministry in children’s church. They look forward to traveling almost as much as Sarah and I. Of course they get excused from school, so that might have something to do with it. Meanwhile, Sarah and I are just two years away from 30 together, celebrating our 28th anniversary on Jan. 21. Thank you for your faithful support during these past 10 years. We look forward to continuing to be worthy of the same through 2006 as we endeavor to prayerfully follow God’s leading in His ministry.   

Your Servants in Christ,
Larry - Sarah
